Raising Rigor: Using Expert Packs to Develop Knowledge and Vocabulary

Instructors:  Jessica Moore
Date: December 7, 2015 
Time:  8:00 – 2:30
Location:  PLATTEVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Credit: .5 CDE credit and possible lane change credit

Course Description: Are you ready to take the next steps in the implementation of the new standards with your students? Learn about Expert Packs and how you can strategically develop and sequence text sets to increase your student’s knowledge and vocabulary in order to effectively meet the expectations of college and career readiness! This interactive class will provide you with the research base around the use of text sets as well as ample time and support to develop an extended set of your own. Take this work directly back to your students and see results immediately! This course will help you to transform your classroom into a rigorous, text driven environment that meets the demands of the new standards while raising student achievement!  

Consider taking this class with your teammates as well as your school’s librarian to further enhance the experience and quality of the materials you will develop!

This course is designed to support teachers to better understand the critical role building knowledge plays in the Colorado Academic Standards. This course will support teachers in hands on development of Expert Packs of text that will be designed around high value (frequently taught) topics in grades K-5 and accompanied by light-weight student engagement materials that will be developed during the course.
Participants will learn the research base underlying the critical role knowledge-building and vocabulary plays in reading success. They will have coaching and support in selecting the books and articles that could form a solid text set. Participants will learn how to sequence the set effectively, and how to support students in building knowledge about the world and words as they read the texts for themselves.

Email Mary Meersman to sign up for this course: meersmanm@weld-re1.k12.co.us
____________________________________________________________________________
Raising Rigor Through Effective Common Core Aligned Writing

Instructors:  Jessica Moore
Date: March 7, 2016 
Time:  8:00 – 2:30
Location:  PLATTEVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Credit: .5 CDE credit and possible lane change credit

Course Description: Are you ready to take the next steps in the implementation of the new standards with your students? Dive into the writing standards for a new experience on how to raise rigor and lead your students toward college and career readiness. This course will give you the opportunity to look carefully at standards aligned writing so that you can better implement the standards and understand expectations for students. We will use WELD RE-1 student work throughout the course. You will compare student pieces within grade clusters in order to distill the core elements of each writing type and to gain a better understanding of how to deliver truly standards aligned instruction in writing!
Participants will identify the core elements Common Core aligned writing (opinion/argument, informative/explanatory, narrative). They will refine and deepen understanding of grade level writing expectations and be able to trace a developmental progression in one type of writing required by the standards.

Email Mary Meersman to sign up for this course: meersmanm@weld-re1.k12.co.us











